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Amos' part in the literary preparation of his booklet is, for instance, very 
suggestive. Also the sections on the "religionsgeschichtliche Bedeutung" 
of the several prophets are capital in their insight and expression. The 
student of theology should refer to these sections at least, if he has not 
leisure for the whole book. Sellin takes an uncompromising stand as a 
Christian theologian in interpreting the prophetical books as part of the 
divine plan in preparing the world for Christ. On this score he has 
recently taken up the gage against Delitzsch's Die grosse Tauschung in his 
Das alte Testament und die evangelische Kirche. 

James A. Montgomery 
Philadelphia Divinity School 



DOES PSYCHOANALYSIS REALLY INTERPRET JESUS? 1 

Jesus himself replied on one occasion to those who judged him insane, 
and his answer has generally been accepted as satisfactory. Of late 
years, however, the question raised by the Pharisees has been reopened 
by certain writers in Germany and elsewhere who would have been 
better employed in consulting the mental specialist on their own account. 
Mr. Bundy has set himself to examine their arguments and conjectures 
in the present book. At first we were inclined to doubt whether the 
work was worth doing, for the writers concerned are for the most part 
insignificant, and all of them absurd. But after reading the book we are 
satisfied that Mr. Bundy has done a useful service. He has brought 
together in a brief and readable survey all that has been written on one 
possible conception of the life of Jesus, and conscientious students who 
might otherwise have tried to sift these dust-heaps of literature for them- 
selves will now be spared that dirty and unprofitable labor. In his resume" 
of opinions with which he himself has little sympathy Mr. Bundy is 
always clear and fair, and has wisely stated the whole case without 
attempting to smooth down what might be offensive to Christian feeling. 
It is difficult to see how any reasonable mind can refuse to accept his 
conclusions. He points out that at this distance of time, on the strength 
of a few data imperfectly recorded, no diagnosis of the mental condition 
of Jesus is possible. He shows that in the literature under review the 
records have been misunderstood and distorted by men who know 
nothing of critical methods. He argues convincingly that the emotions 
and acts of Jesus, when viewed in the proper light, are fully consistent 
with mental health, and occasionally seem strange only because no allow- 

1 The Psychic Health of Jesus. By Walter E. Bundy. New York: Macmillan, 
1922. xviii+ 299 pages. 
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ance is made for Semitic and antique modes of expression. Above all, 
he makes it clear that some things in the life of Jesus which have been 
urged as proofs of egoism or fanaticism are rather to be set down to the 
grandeur of his personality. The commonplace man always regards the 
man of genius as eccentric or mad. Who is to fix the criterion of sanity ? 

To any fair-minded reader of the gospels nothing is more wonderful 
than the sobriety of Jesus — his freedom from those abnormal moods 
which have so often marked great religious leaders. His life, from what- 
ever point of view we examine it, was woven of one piece throughout. 
It is the merit of Mr. Bundy's book that he confirms this impression of 
the life by his examination of the incidents in detail. 

E. F. Scott 

Union Theological Seminary 



THE APOLOGETIC FACTOR IN NEW TESTAMENT 
THOUGHT 

The manuscript of Dr. Heffern's book 1 was completed only a few 
days before the death of the author in May, 1920. Its publication will 
deepen the regret that a scholar of such ability and ripe accomplishment 
has been removed. 

The title does not quite do justice to the aim of the book. It seeks 
not merely to determine the apologetic and polemical motives which 
are at work in the New Testament writings, but to discover how the 
thought and activity of the early church were modified by the need of 
stating the message defensively. The author is thus compelled to take a 
wide survey, and to write what is in effect a history of the Apostolic 
Age, considered from a particular point of view. Attention is specially 
directed to the manner in which the early church was obliged to conduct 
its work, in view of the existing needs and antagonisms. In this con- 
nection there is a highly illuminating chapter on catechetical instruction. 
This important subject has been investigated by Seeberg and others in 
Germany, but we do not remember any discussion in English in which 
the main facts have been so fully collected and examined. It might 
have been well if a similar chapter had been devoted to the early preach- 
ing, especially as affected by the Diatribe. 

Dr. Heffern sets out with a short account of Jesus' own teaching, 
and of the character which it assumed in face of the contemporary opposi- 
tion. He then passes to the mission which was carried out by the 

1 Apology and Polemic in the New Testament. (The Bohlen Lectures, 1913.) 
By Andrew D. Heffern. New York: Macmillan, 1922. jri+411 pages. $3.30. 



